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Public School Bus Drivers 

Each June we celebrate Surry County Schools, 
Elkin City Schools and Mount Airy City Schools Bus 
Drivers, their families, retirees, mechanics and ad-
ministrators. Including guests, 300 of us gathered 
to praise these selfless servants who daily trans-
port our precious children to and from 20 cam-
puses throughout the county. We are grateful for 
the staff of Meadowview Magnet Middle School for 
hosting our annual gala, for Director of Transporta-
tion Rodney Handy and his dedicated staff for their 
facilitation, and for Charlotte York for pulling things 
together. Wonderful dinner by Mount Airy’s Chick-
fil-A led by Melissa White was appreciated by our 
grateful guests. Entertainment by guitarist Presley 
Barker and Kyser George, members of the Shadow-
Grass Bluegrass Band.

Darrin “B.D.” Reece, veteran driver in Elkin, 
garnered the Bus Driver of the Year Award. Rodney 
shared B.D.’s community contributions and volun-
teer endeavors. B.D.’s wife Tiffany and daughter Re-
becca joined him as he accepted the coveted award 
and were all smiles.

Also honored was Associate Superintendent 
Chuck Graham who retires after 30 years of ded-
icated servantship. The Graham name stands for 
tireless devotion to community, family and children. 
His last assignment was our Human Resources Di-
rector. A PowerPoint presentation brought tears of 
gratitude by countless well-wishers.

The late stalwart driver and entertainer Mike 
Lowe also was eulogized and praised. He had been 
a celebration mainstay and exceptional advocate for 
children and their families.

There are 108 buses serving Surry County, 
Mount Airy and Elkin schools; 5,600 children ride 
daily; and the buses travel 1,250,000 miles annu-
ally. Vital to our contingent are eight master me-
chanics and 11 administrative staff. Darin Goins 
and Nathan Thomas, mechanics frequently in Elkin, 
stopped by WIFM recently to thank us for our sup-
port of the banquet.

Our Savannah Bohr, who ends her fourth grade 
at Pilot Mountain Elementary School, loves riding 
Bus #15 driven by Lulu Miller. When #15 stops at 
3 p.m., Lulu and Savannah hug and our precious 

granddaughter is home safely. We feel safe and 
secure with our public schools’ transportation and 
those who honorably serve the worthy cause.

Chuck Graham 

Surry County Schools Associate Superinten-
dent Chuck Graham retired in June, and he was 
so special. His level of humility and gratitude are 
unsurpassed. He always returned calls in two hours 
or less and not only could help, but always would 
help! Never remember anything he couldn’t fix. In 
his soft-spoken voice would come, “We can do that. 
I’ll let you know when and how.” We could always 
count on Chuck to deliver on his promises. His ser-
vantship was remarkable!

Behind the Scene 

Janis Hardy Davis served Surry Central High 
School for 30 years as office manager, a most-im-
portant position of servantship. Handling incoming 
phone calls  — probably a hundred daily — is an 
awesome responsibility and initiative. Support-
ing campus administrators, accepting delegations, 
enforcing security policies and being the front-door 
eyes and ears are but a few of the challenges of 
every day. Mrs. Davis was that person for all sea-
sons, the answer to any and all circumstances and 
the visionary who saw through crises and around 
corners.

Ably following in Mrs. Davis’ footsteps is Mrs. 
Julie Pratt. She has a wonderful sense of how to an-
swer my pleas for help. A call to 386-8842 receives 
instant consideration.

Our public schools are the foundation for our 
qualify of life. Those who serve are tireless, selfless 
and grateful. A great smile, kind word and feelings 
of assurance often are those special moments that 
give us the confidence to carry on and through. I 
can remember the role of Mrs. Catherine White at 
Surry Central in 1966 while merging Mountain Park, 
Dobson and Copeland high schools.

We salute those who tirelessly serve and gain 
acclaim knowing they matter in many ways. Way to 
go, Mrs. Janis Davis, Julie Pratt and the late Cather-
ine White.
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Woltz-Harold Golf Tournament 

We celebrate our area’s iconic Woltz-Harold Golf 
Tournament staged on the third Thursday every 
May at Cross Creek Country Club to benefit the Sur-
ry Community College Foundation. The late Bobby 
Harold and First Citizens Bank Market Executive 
Jerry Venable led the first tournament in 1986. It 
and subsequent benefits have raised in excess of $1 
million for needs-based scholarships to Surry Com-
munity College.

Bobby once shared that he read an article in a 
community-college monthly that shared the golf 
tournament fundraising concept and he mentioned 
it to a group of fellow SCC Foundation board mem-
bers — “Why don’t we have a tournament?” The 
Woltz-Harold charity is the model for success as 
countless other benefits follow the attractions of 
Bobby and Jerry’s dream!

We recognize the Alvarez Truck Brokers of Flor-
ida owner and CEO John Alvarez for providing the 
gala banquet that celebrates a wonderful day that 
contributes nearly $70,000 to the college foun-
dation. Bobby Harold and John Alvarez shared a 
50-year relationship in the long-haul reefer trucking 
industry. The mutual trust they enjoyed inspires 
John Alvarez’s willingness to assure the Bobby Har-
old family’s legacy will be remembered and revered. 
John and COO Phillip Bledsoe joined in sharing the 
celebration of giving and caring for our Surry Com-
munity College Foundation’s mission.

We also praise the contributions of John and Pat 
Woltz and their family for its support in the success 
of the prestigious event. We also honor many be-
hind-the-scenes superstars who plan, organize and 
stage their incredible benefit. We salute:

Jerry Venable Marion Venable
Susan Thomas Dr. David Shockley
Gary Harold Howard Brim
Peggy Rees Becky Money
Dr. Swanson Richards Alice Connolly
Dr. Renfrow Hauser Sharon Haynes
A special tribute goes to several legendary 

benefactors whose presence gives us a deep sense 
of gratitude and humility. They are Sylvia Harold, 
Frances Leonard, Judy Atkinson, James Holleman, 
Sherry Gordon, Dr. Frank Sells and Dr. Gus Martin.

Daniel Alvarez 

During the Surry County Schools Board of Ed-
ucation meeting on June 5, Associate Superinten-
dent Chuck Graham introduced Surry Central High 
School’s outstanding student-athlete Daniel Alva-
rez during the board’s Special Recognition feature. 
Daniel’s career accomplishments include being his 
senior class salutatorian; class president; two-time 
state 800-meter and 1,000-meter champion; let-

terman in track, cross-country and soccer; Surry 
County Science Project winner; and winner of the 
coveted R.O. Lanier Lions Club Citizenship Award.

He also was awarded a full scholarship to David-
son College, one of America’s most prestigious insti-
tutions of higher learning. He will be a first-genera-
tion college student in his family.

Daniel honored WIFM with a People Doing Good 
for Others interview. He shared that he is proud 
of his decisions and choices, and he credits Coach 
Jason Bryant with recognizing his track talent and 
for opening the door to the possibility of earning a 
college degree. Coach Bryant carried Daniel to visit 
UNC, Duke, Wake Forest, N.C. State and Davidson. 
He spotted Daniel’s awesome running talent while 
Daniel was a student at Central Middle School. Dan-
iel shared that he became a stellar student, track 
star and school leader after realizing his efforts to 
excel were marginal at best in middle school.

Will Altemueller 

During a recent stop at AllStar Rentals, 1036 
N. Bridge St. in Elkin, owner Joe Walker greeted 
me with a smile, handshake and kind word. He 
then pointed to Will Altemueller, a 2016 Elkin High 
School graduate and star athlete, and during our 
introduction Joe said, “Gary, this is Will Altemueller. 
He has the best initiative to matter than anyone to 
ever work here. He is truly remarkable.”

I answered, “I’ve not met him. However, I’ve 
heard about him. He’s a star baseball player at 
Pfeiffer University. I know his dad and mom, John 
and Cynthia, and his grandparents, Roy and Jean 
Culler, are significantly involved in his career.”

Will wears a huge smile and has an impres-
sive handshake and kind words. We talked about 
his freshman year at Pfeiffer University, his family, 
his summer job and playing summer baseball in 
Kernersville. I took a few photos of owner Walker 
and Will and sent several to Will’s coach, parents, 
grandparents and Joe Walker.

Initiative is a vital factor in any success. We see 
countless endeavors where people can’t see the end 
in sight and never exercise the will needed for suc-
cess and achievement. The dictionary says initiative 
is the introductory step, the start, the energy and 
aptitude to show enterprise and action and at one’s 
discretion. I’m grateful that Joe Walker would share 
Will’s extraordinary will to win. It’s an inherited as-
set that’ll carry him to stardom and acclaim.

During Will’s career at Elkin High School he of-
ten competed against Mount Airy High. The Granite 
Bears’ Head Coach Jon Cawley shared that Will is 
an awesome and intense competitor, has worked 
hard to improve, has great character and is a win-
ner in all regards. Peers make the best evaluations 
of foes.
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He Got The Message 
Several fitness aspirants were going through 

their workout routine at the Armfield Recreation 
Center in Pilot Mountain on Jan. 5 when Mike Felts 
heard a friend say, “Until we cut back on our calorie 
intake don’t expect to get in good shape and lose 
weight.” Our aspirants adhere to a deep sense of 
community and mutual concern for our comrades’ 
wellbeing. On Jan. 5, Mike’s blood pressure was also 
highly elevated and he weighed 205 pounds. Mike 

Work Ethic 
Former East Surry High School graduate and 

football star Staymon Johnson visited WIFM’s of-
fice, and during our chat I mentioned that fellow 
classmate Carson Long and I had spoken several 
times during his monumental breakout season as 
a basketball superstar at Guilford College in 2016-
17 where he was Old Dominion Athletic Conference 
Player of the Year and Tournament MVP. Stay-
mon quickly added that both he and Carson had 
achieved stardom partly because of outstanding 
work ethics. Staymon has completed his freshman 
year at Emory & Henry College where he played 
football, won the freshman Iron Man Award, won 
the outstanding freshman mathematics award and 
had a 4.00 grade-point average.

Staymon and Carson both assert that their 
accomplishments in high school can be mainly 
attributed to hard work on their games. Carson 
shared that he never misses a day shooting bas-
kets, running and weightlifting. Staymon said his 
personal football program includes weightlifting, 
agility drill, foot-speed drills and studying game 
film.

Tom Palombo, Carson’s head coach at Guilford, 
said Carson’s selfless teamwork was a key attrac-
tion during the college recruiting effort. He said, 
“Carson has made himself a great player by devel-
oping his talents, building his confidence and be-
coming an awesome team player.” Carson adds, “I 
work on dribbling, catching and passing along with 
shooting, defense and rebounding. I’ve learned to 
score 16 points a game and help my team win rath-
er than scoring 20 points and seeing us lose.”

Staymon during his senior year at East Surry 
was the Conference’s most outstanding defender. A 
coach said, “Staymon is a student of the game, like 
having a coach on the field who understands the 
game. He learns the weaknesses in opponents by 
studying film. He stays in great shape and insists 
on being an ‘A’ player, never a ‘C’ player. He could 
always find a way to win. Hard work has been his 
mantra. His preparation to win will always carry him 
to the top of his game. He’ll never be outworked 
and his physical conditioning is exceptional. He’s a 
coach’s dream. The ultimate team player!”

looked down and decided to take the friend’s sage 
advice. 

The fear of having a heart attack and stroke led 
Mike to alter his lifestyle and diet. Several changes 
are:

1. Eliminated the three bowls of Raisin Bran he 
was eating before going to bed.

2. Virtually stop all refined sugar.
3. Never use a salt shaker.
4. All snacks are fresh fruit.
5. No white bread.
6 Increased exercise sessions from four times a 

week to six (usually).
7. Curtail portions of all foods.
8. Moderation in all phases
On June 15, Mike weighed 170 pounds. He  

credits peer Tim Childress with the encouragement 
to lose his 35 pounds. The sense of accomplishment 
on Mike’s face as he mounted the scale was beyond 
description.

Other contributors to our enhancements are 
Ron Moorefield, Lupe Chavez, Chris Marion, Jennie 
Lowe, Asha Marshall, Phillip Gordon, Jimmy Thomas 
and Gary York. Each is also asked to speak, smile, 
encourage, inspire, offer a fist bump and speak a 
kind word of farewell until we meet again.

Sam Yount 
Sam Yount is Wilkes County Schools Teacher of 

the Year. He teaches seventh grade Language Arts 
(English), coaches track and is a five-year veteran 
at West Wilkes Middle School. He grew up in Gran-
ite Falls, N.C.; graduated from Appalachian State 
University; and loves teaching. He’s a first-gener-
ation high school and college graduate. He started 
his career working in construction before following 
the call to public education. Wife Danielle teaches 
math at West Wilkes, and Sam credits her strong 
influence in shaping his servantship. He also credits 
his teammates with inspiration and encouragement.

Sam shares that seeking and finding student po-
tential is the key benefit and gift in being a teacher. 
He says, “Mr. York, we must invest our time and 
look for the talent in our students. They so want 
to shine for us. They also want structure and limits 
and know the expectations and how to please and 
produce. Most want to be superstars and they live 
to excel.”

Sam and Danielle are building their first new 
home near Purlear in Wilkes County and were 
challenged finding water on their five-acre tract. 
The well driller started on Friday and on Tuesday, 
the third day, was at 800 feet and no water. He 
said, “Sam, I have one more 20-foot section of bit. 
If we don’t hit a vein I suggest we move and start 
over. In a matter of minutes he hit a gusher, or 125 
gallons a minute. My goodness, what anxiety and 
anguish. We are so happy with our wonderful well.”
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Summer of 1969 

While writing parts of The Communicator this 
month, the second leg of the coveted Triple Crown 
of Thoroughbred Horse Racing, the Preakness, was 
featured on NBC around 7 p.m. on May 20. It was 
won by Cloud Computing, a 13-1 long-shot.

My thoughts drifted to my summer of 1969 
during my time with Shell Oil in Washington, D.C., 
1968-70, after a year at Bucknell University. On the 
third Saturday in May, friends and I drove to the 
Pimlico Race Track near Baltimore to see the Preak-
ness that was won by Majestic Prince, a horse who 
previously had won the Kentucky Derby. In weeks 
he would lose the third leg, the Belmont Stakes in 
New York, to Arts & Letters. Another highlight was 
seeing Baltimore Colts quarterback Johnny Unitas, a 
future NFL Hall of Famer, in the racetrack crowd.

Another momentous memory from 1969 was 
the opportunity to attend the MLB All-Star Game 
on July 23 at Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadi-
um in Washington, D.C. Our Shell Oil district office 
owned the tickets that were offered to a colleague 
who invited me to join him. The game was won 
by the National League. San Francisco superstar 
Willie McCovey hit two monstrous home runs and 
was named MVP. Among the future Hall of Fam-
ers on the field were Hank Aaron, Ernie Banks, 
Johnny Bench, Rod Carew, Steve Carlton, Roberto 
Clemente, Bob Gibson, Reggie Jackson, Harmon 
Killebrew, Juan Marichal, Willie Mays, Phil Niekro, 
Tony Perez, Brooks Robinson, Frank Robinson,   Ron 
Santo, Tom Seaver and Carl Yastrzemski.

Credibility 

On May 8 I celebrated 31 years of sobriety. The 
start of being clean and sober was 42 days at the 
Charlotte Treatment Center in Charlotte, N.C. Only 
one in 10 make it back, primarily because society 
never gives the afflicted person a second chance 
and refuses to trust again. In my case there were 
three life-changing and -saving occurrences that 
significantly enhanced my recovery. I had taken 
my first drink in February of 1959, and my sobriety 
date was May 8, 1986.

The first defining gift was when significant 
benefactor and prominent community leader the 
late Bobby Harold chose to forgive me. His renewed 
trust was a powerful message that he was choos-
ing to give me a second chance. Our relationship 
endured for 27 years until his passing on Aug. 2, 
2013. I’ll be forever grateful for his benevolences, 
and being his eulogist was a most high honor.

In the spring of 1987, a scant year into my 
recovery, Surry County Schools Superintendent Dr. 
David Martin called and said, “Gary, I need a favor. 
Would you consider serving on the N.C. Teaching 

Fellows Interview Committee? Each year, several 
of our outstanding high school seniors who aspire 
to teach will have the opportunity to win full schol-
arships to attend one of our state universities. You 
would be a terrific committee member.” Wow, was 
I overwhelmed and grateful. Dr. Martin’s encour-
agement and offer gave me instant credibility and a 
self-esteem builder. I call him annually to thank him 
for his meaningful largesse. His trust was another 
gift of instant credibility.

In the fall of 1992 a Mount Airy City Schools 
board member moved to Winston-Salem and the 
Board of Education had the task of selecting a 
person to fill the vacant seat. I submitted a written 
letter of my intention to be selected to serve and 
was chosen. Being selected was another credibility 
enhancement. I treasure these valuable years which 
I gratefully served until becoming a Surry County 
Commissioner in November of 1998.

One day at a time we have the opportunity to 
give, share and serve. Fortunately, by God we are 
forgiven and by our fellows we can be forgiven, too. 
I ask God to help me to never live another day as 
I had lived 27 desperate, humiliating and shameful 
years.

Dr. Don Martin 

The opportunity to befriend Dr. Don Martin in 
May 2016, when he became interim superintendent 
of Mount Airy City Schools, is an awesome blessing. 
His influence and encouragement challenges me to 
be a better person every day in countless ways.

For over 30 years he served public education 
in North Carolina, and he is held in highest regard 
for his profound dedication and exemplary vision. 
Virtually every educator in North Carolina has been 
positively impacted by Dr. Don Martin’s leadership, 
sense of community and educational opportunity. 
Since meeting Dr. Martin I have yet to meet an ed-
ucator who does not know him and his monumental 
contributions.

Dr. David Martin — in his own right an awesome 
educator — came to Mount Airy on May 18 for the 
Woltz-Harold Surry Community College Founda-
tion Golf Tournament, and after a warm greeting I 
shared my new friendship with Dr. Don Martin. Dr. 
David said, “In our years as educators we were in 
many rooms together and, believe me, Don Martin 
is always the smartest and sharpest person in the 
room. Not only would he understand the issues, 
he could share its essence so everyone could un-
derstand and put its merits to good use. Don’s 19 
years as superintendent of Forsyth County/Win-
ston-Salem Schools is a superb accomplishment 
that society will recognize as incomparable and 
unsurpassed. His tenure there is truly iconic and 
legendary.
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Let’s Go Fishing 

Some of life’s greatest relationships are cen-
tered around the bonding that occurs when children 
and guardians spend time fishing. Friend Phillip 
Gordon and grandson Tyler choose to fish over any 
other endeavor. Phillip shares, “Catching fish mat-
ters. However, the most important factor is the time 
shared together. Every time we see each other we 
talk about fishing. Time fishing is never regretted.”

An article written in The State Magazine in 1951 
shared how community leaders in Mount Airy had 
virtually eliminated juvenile delinquency by taking 
groups of young boys to local ponds and rivers to 
fish. Interest in fishing gave youngsters purpose in 
life and they filled their minds with plans of being 
with rods, reels, worms, friends and mentors.

Some of my fondest memories as a youth were 
going to Red’s Fish Lake near White Plains, Fisher 
River near Dobson, Stewart’s Creek on Grandpa 
Johnson’s farm and pier fishing with Dad at the 
beach and on a men’s-only trips to Lake Matta-

Wilkes Inter-agency Breakfast 

A special appreciation to Mrs. Clara Hickman for 
the invitation to share with 25 of Wilkes County’s 
stalwart non-profit leaders. Being a bit anxious to 
be in front of mostly new faces, I arrived 30 min-
utes before our breakfast at Cagney’s Kitchen and 
met each attendee with a smile, handshake and 
business card. As we ate, each member shared his 
or her name and current agency activities. A spe-
cial thanks to our group for its encouragement and 
attention that is helpful to speaker leaders. 

My outline included attributes for effective 
fund-raising initiatives and a list of influential lead-
ers in Wilkes County. The most-popular topic ad-
dressed was the need to spend time thanking givers 
for supporting a worth cause. Our audience rallied 
around a story about Ted Hagaman’s leadership 
team gathering on Monday after the Merlefest and 
writing thank-you notes to loyal supporters, contrib-
utors, artists, volunteers and staff. We celebrate the 
remarkable success of the Merlefest and its awe-
some outreach and ministry. In the words of Ted, 
“Gary, we are changing lives.”

Other popular mentions were:
1. Align with winners in life.
2. Look for the good in people.
3. Practice proper cell phone etiquette.
4. Share great stories.
5. Teamwork matters.
6. Answer phone calls.
7. Cultivate winning relationships.
8. Start a campaign newsletter.
9. Wear a cheerful smile.
10. Arrive early, stay late!

muskeet near Swanquarter, N.C. We learned many 
“growing-up things” on fishing trips. Most of the 
stories shared were about the character of neigh-
bors living nearby. People I liked a lot such as Bob 
York, Meigs “Doc” Jackson, Gary Badgett, Archie 
Ray, Rob Bradley and Bob Jackson loved to fish with 
treasured friends.

Jesse Atkins 
Jerry and Anita Atkins’ son Jesse was told on 

Jan. 26, 2016, that he had leukemia and that the 
chance of recovery was 50-50. After months of che-
motherapy treatment at the Brenner Children’s Hos-
pital in Winston-Salem, Jesse received a bone-mar-
row transplant from sister Jamie on April 15, 2016, 
at the Wake Forest Baptist Hospital’s cancer-treat-
ment center.

Recently the family was notified that they had 
been chosen to receive a Make-A-Wish America trip 
and Jessie chose to go to Hawaii along with Mom 
and Dad. Jesse also asked immediately wheth-
er sisters Jennifer and Jamie were included. Their 
sponsor Emily stated that normally only the pa-
tient, mother and father could go on a trip, but she 
said Jesse could write a letter to the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation Board to state his case. In his letter, 
Jesse stated that his sister Jamie’s bone marrow 
had saved his life and unless all of his family could 
go, none would go. His request was granted and 
the Atkins family enjoyed a much-deserved family 
vacation to Hawaii.

The family credits the concern of Dr. Randy 
Keith, the Brenner team, prayers and the weeks 
that Mom and Dad sat 24/7 with Jesse during his 
valiant and courageous will to live and win the bat-
tle.

The Peace Corps 
While serving on the Mount Airy City Schools 

Board of Education, I met icon English teacher 
Marion McAdoo Goldwasser. She grew up north of 
Philadelphia and was attending a junior college 
in upstate New York when she heard a speech by 
Sargent Shriver, president John F. Kennedy’s broth-
er-in-law, espousing the merits and value of our 
Peace Corps. She was so inspired that she took the 
entrance exam, was accepted and spent two years 
in Uganda, Africa, teaching English and Biology and 
coaching men’s field hockey.

Marion shares that the Peace Corps experience 
was a most-rewarding experience. At the time, 
Uganda was “the bread basket of Africa.” The stu-
dents were eager to learn, well-mannered and were 
the children of affluent parents. The only negative 
then and today is government corruption. Even 
though dictator Idi Amin was in power, Marion said 
she was never afraid.
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Yadkin County Advocates 
By supporting many nonprofits, Yadkin County 

Schools, Surry Community College, thriving busi-
nesses and government agencies, we meet hun-
dreds of phenomenal friends. When we are search-
ing for the good we’ll hear stories that reveal the 
essence of bountiful blessings and great joy. Sever-
al I know and appreciate are:

Dr. Wayne Matthews Bobby Todd
Marty Driver Jason Walker
Mitzy Branon David Gentry
Sheriff Ricky Oliver Jamie Johnston
Jay Martin Rusty Crissman
Dusty Ball John Willingham
Lisa Hughes Donna Willingham
Dr. Todd Martin Van Hemric
Marion Welborn Gilbert Hemric
Kevin Austin Penny Lee Williams
Around these advocates there are always goals 

of making things better. They are always seeking 
and finding avenues to promote the public good. 
By Encouraging community, wonderful synergies 
evolve, and by working together greatness results. 
Awesome achievements transpire with the help of 
meaningful servants who do the heavy lifting with-
out acclaim and notoriety. There are those who 
are thinking, “What if?” and those who finds ways 
to bring to fruition the dreams. It takes a mix of 
visionaries and worker bees. We all matter. Recent 
profound accomplishments in Yadkin County are the 
Lake Hampton, Yadkin County Agricultural & Edu-
cational Center, Yadkin Cultural Arts Center, Star-
mount and Forbush middle schools and the Yadkin 
County Detention Center.

Coach Frank McGuire 
Frank McGuire is the famous men’s college bas-

ketball coach whose 1957 University of North Car-
olina Tar Heels team went 31-0 for the season and 
won the Final Four Championship over University of 
Kansas, 54-53, in triple overtime. Coach McGuire 
also recruited friend Mike Cooke, Mount Airy High 
School’s best-ever basketball player, to play for the 
Tar Heels.

Entering Carolina in the fall of 1960, Mike was 
called to Coach’s office for a chat about character 
and conduct. Coach said, “Mike, after your career 
at Carolina, every basketball fan in North Carolina 
will know your face, and I expect you to always be 
a credit to our program. That means always having 
your hair cut; a clean shave; neat, clean clothes; 
and polished shoes — never flip-flops. Always go to 
class and graduate in four years.”

Mike lived up to the charge, became a team 
co-captain and graduated with a degree in English 
in 1964. He and wife Jackie live in North Myrtle 
Beach.

Surry County Sites to Visit 
Friend Pete Carroll, 101, would often take au-

tomobile road trips around Surry County and enjoy 
every minute. We recently recalled our favorite 
destinations. Several are:
WPAQ Pilot Mountain State Park 
Rockford Zephyr & Twin Oaks roads
Brower Bridge Mount Airy Visitors Center
Yadkin River Kapps Mill/Mitchell River 
Dairy Center Edwards Franklin House
Snappy Lunch Andy Griffith Museum
N.C. Granite Quarry Elkin/Alleghany Trails
Mount Airy Greenway Reeves Community Center
Old Surry Courthouse 1st Baptist Church
Mount Airy Museum of Regional History

Look For The Good 
1. Granddaughter Savannah Bohr joined a youth 

soccer team. She enjoys the games and practice. 
She is learning the importance of being on time and 
learning from coaches Jason Goins and Mike Ander-
son. She smiled when I shared that her best friend 
Addison Goins’ granddad, Alvin Reid, complimented 
Savannah’s great play in a recent game.

2. Congratulations to Charlotte York’s incredible 
Vintage Rose Wedding Estate. Her 250 roses are 
spectacular. Meticulous manicuring leads to beauty 
that’s beyond compare. Treat oneself to a visually 
amazing gift by visiting 203-205 W. Main in Pilot 
Mountain and see our area’s most-beautiful rose 
gardens. Charlotte combines God’s blessing and 
Rosarian efforts to bring us marvelous sights.

3. Bud Kilby, a native of North Wilkesboro, is the 
CEO of Renfro Corp., the world’s largest producer of 
hosiery (socks). I recently called to thank him for 
his company’s support of our Surry County Schools 
Educational Foundation’s 5K fundraiser in Dobson. 
I could sense his gratitude and appreciation for our 
recognizing Renfro’s benevolence. Those who do the 
most thanking encourage givers to give.

Ask More Questions 
Former CNN reporter and commentator Frank 

Sesno”s new book, “Ask More: The Power of Ques-
tions to Open Doors, Uncover Solutions, and Spark 
Change,” shares methods of asking more and better 
questions that help people in all walks of life be-
come more informed and effective. Sesno, who 
now teaches at George Washington University, also 
makes a passionate appeal to serve carefully, listen 
intently, ask more and change our lives. “Ask More” 
recounts dozens of stories of people who have used 
questions to discover, excel and inspire. It includes 
a resounding forward by Wolf Blitzer. The book also 
is available as a 7-hour, 26-minute MP3. I highly 
recommend your purchase of Sesno’s masterpiece.
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David Daggett 

David Daggett is a man for all seasons. He’s 
always seeking and finding ways to serve. Husband, 
father, spiritual leader, public speaker, business 
leader, community and education advocate, fit-
ness and wellness pioneer, prom-choice benefactor 
and visionary — all speak to his willingness to put 
others before self. Over breakfast recently he never 
once said, “I” or “me.” He also hand-writes thank-
you notes daily and constantly shares his gratitude.

David Daggett, attorney at law, believes rela-
tionships and friendships are the foundations for 
quality in our lives. I’ve known him to aspire to 
these quotes by Epicurus:

• “It is not so much our friends’ help that helps 
us as the confident knowledge that they will help 
us.”

• “Of all the things which wisdom provides to 
make us entirely happy, much the greatest is the 
possession of friendship.”

For 28 years, David’s company Daggett Shuler 
Attorneys at Law has sponsored the Safe and Sober 
Prom Night in 48 area high schools. More than 
50,000 teens have signed the pledge to stay clean 
and sober on prom night. Way to go, friend!

Wayne Edmonds

Shall forever be grateful for Wayne Edmonds’ 
contributions to our county commissioner campaign 
in 1998 which we won by garnering 62% of the 
Surry County votes. He had a masterful way of lift-
ing spirits and bringing to bear winning strategies. 

A Dobson native and long-time school bus 
driver, Wayne recently shared the important role 
Surry County Schools assistant principals play in 
the effective leadership of our public schools’ bus 
transportation initiative. Wayne said, “They are the 
backbone of our success.”

During his 72 years, Wayne has given his heart 
and soul to supporting virtually every level of base-
ball in Surry County, from coaching a youth team 
named the Salem Cardinals in the 1960s through 
coaching a Babe Ruth team in the 1980s to even-
tually becoming pitching coach and assistant coach 
for the Surry Community College Knights. Wayne 
offered, “I started going to games when I was 6 
years old. I’ve played, coached and sponsored 
baseball teams 90% of my life, and it’s time to walk 
away. The rewards are monumental and I’m grate-
ful to have had the opportunity to serve. What an 
incredible journey. By the grace of God I’ve been 
blessed and honored. I’m grateful and humble.”

Wayne and his wife, Kathryn, have been married 
since 1980. They have four sons: Jeff, Joel, Josh 
and Timmy.

The Good News Shines

Phillip and Marie Gordon attended a Baskerville 
Elementary School Staff of 1971 Reunion on June 3 
in Rocky Mount, N.C. Caring friends came to honor 
T.V. Foster, 96, who was the school principal for its 
first year of integration.

Phillip said, “Mr. Foster was the consummate 
and exceptional leader. For most of us working with 
people of color and teaching African-American stu-
dents was our first experience. Under the tutelage 
of Mr. Foster race was never an issue. We all felt 
like people of God. His leadership made everyone 
feel special, needed and appreciated. His way was 
the right way.”

Timely Encouragement

1. The Wilkesboro Methodist Church Methodist 
Men stage an outstanding charity fundraiser, the 
Wayburn Clonch Memorial Golf Tournament, on the 
second Thursday each June at Oakwoods Country 
Club in Wilkes County. My most meaningful take-
aways this year were the team of Russell Golds and 
his three sons, Wesley, Justin and Drew, and Troy 
Harmon’s team with his three grandsons, Austin, 
John and Grant. Seeing that special love was re-
warding and a blessing.

The late Wayburn Clonch, who passed in 2008, 
was a Wilkes County native, a Vietnam War veteran 
and president of The Candy Company in North Wil-
kesboro. He was a past president of the North Wil-
kesboro Civitan Club. He was a member of Wilkes-
boro United Methodist Church, Oakwoods Country 
Club, North Wilkesboro Masonic Lodge #407, Wilkes 
York Rite Masonic Body, Oasis Shrine, North Wilkes-
boro Elk Lodge and Little Buddies Avid Golfers.

2. How we care matters. Caring about our cause 
brings commitment. Being knowledgeable conveys 
authority. Listening closely provides opportunity.

3. The U.S. Open Golf Tournament, in its 117th 
year played in Wisconsin, is the world’s most-covet-
ed championship. It was won on June 18 by Brooks 
Koepka, a 27-year-old who played college golf at 
Florida State. He won by four strokes at 16 under 
par, tieing the PGA record for best score to par in 
a U.S. Open. He birdied three of the last four holes 
with No. 15 being the hardest hole on the course.

I watched for four hours on Sunday afternoon 
and was inspired by a sportscaster’s comment. 
Former two-time U.S. Open champion Andy North 
said that Koepka had received a phone call from the 
world’s top-rated player, Dustin Johnson, who said, 
according to North, “Brooks, please remember that 
you have what it takes to win. Go ahead and close 
the deal. You deserve to be the U.S. Open cham-
pion.” Koepka played with amazing confidence and 
courage. The winner’s check was $2.1 million.
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